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WESTERN AUSTRALIA–INDIA RELATIONSHIP 
Motion 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [11.32 am] — without notice: I move — 
That the Legislative Council of the Parliament of Western Australia acknowledges the increasing 
significance of Western Australia’s relationship with India, with particular regard to — 
(a) technology and innovation; 
(b) education and training; 
(c) tourism and hospitality; and 
(d) sport. 
Further we encourage the Barnett government to pursue all steps to continue to foster this important 
relationship. 

I rise today to speak on a topic very dear to me—the relationship between Australia, particularly 
Western Australia, and India. The timing of this motion is significant in that this week our Parliamentary Friends 
of India Group, of which many members of this house are members, welcomed to Western Australia the recently 
appointed Indian Consul General who takes over from the previous Consul General, Mr Subbarayudu, who was 
an incredibly hardworking Consul General, and I pay tribute to him today and the relationships that we built 
together. We welcome Mr Amit Mishra as the new Consul General who, as I said at the function, has large shoes 
to fill, but I am sure he will be very capable of doing that. He comes to us directly from Afghanistan, where he 
spent the last three years, so I imagine that anyone moving from Afghanistan to Western Australia will enjoy 
living here. 

It is also the fact that we are at a crossroad of human development at the moment, and it is no secret we are in an 
ever-globalising world. It is important that we take advantage of that globalisation. We can all be glued together 
by economic interdependence because national borders and geographical distances, with the ability to travel and 
through technology, really do not hinder us and we are all becoming citizens of the world, as it were. It is also no 
great secret that India is a massively huge emerging economic giant of this century. The Indian experience 
certainly enriches our Australian lives, especially here in Western Australia with prospects of productivity and 
innovation delivering for us here in Western Australia renewed opportunities for economic growth and 
sustainability. We are no doubt making great inroads into other world markets, but if we look at it realistically, 
we can stand on the shore on the beaches here in Western Australia and look out to the Indian Ocean; the 
Indian subcontinent is our nearest neighbour. I think that is where the future lies for us economically. Also, in 
Western Australia in particular, we are a haven of pluralism in our society. It does not matter what people’s 
heritage is, people are given a fair go, and we can work this to our advantage. The pluralism that I am speaking 
about has brought to us a great number of bounties. Who in this house does not like Indian cuisine? I am sure 
most members do. We also now share a love of their cultural festivities. Only last weekend was the Holi festival, 
and I know that a lot of colour runs were happening around Western Australia. That is one of the fabulous 
festivals that we have come to love and appreciate. 

In Western Australia, engaging with the rapidly growing communities of people from the Indian subcontinent is 
one of the ways that we can embrace the pluralism and diversity of all those groups. It is not a new phenomenon 
that people from the Indian subcontinent live here in our country. Many of the people today who identify as 
Indians, Pakistanis, Bangladeshis and Sri Lankans have called Australia home since as early as the 1800s. Some 
arrived as labourers and others as free settlers. We had a number of Sikh Indians in the very early days working 
on banana plantations, and the Muslim Indians from the north-west frontier of the subcontinent, often known as 
the Ghans or the Afghans, came here predominantly as cameleers or farmers. Also, the cross-country rail service 
between Adelaide and Darwin that is still running today is called the Ghan and is reminiscent of and a tribute to 
the hardworking people from that region. The 2011 census recorded that 295 362 resident Australians were born 
in India and a total of 390 894 identified as being of Indian ancestry. In a nation the size of Australia that is 
a very large number of people who identify from that region. In Western Australia alone, the Indian community 
represents 10 per cent of the Indian diaspora in Australia. The Indian Society of Western Australia was 
established in 1972 as a not-for-profit body and is the largest of the many Indian associations in 
Western Australia. We certainly can testify to the number of Indian, Pakistani and Bangladeshi associations 
around, just by the number of invitations we get to attend so many of the wonderful functions they run that 
celebrate their culture and ethnicity. I live in the northern suburbs. We have a very large Gujarati population. Not 
all of them came directly from India, of course; some of them came from Africa but originally are of Gujarati 
descent. They certainly make fabulous neighbours in our area. We see a number of Indian temples in 
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Western Australia. Indians celebrate religio-cultural festivals as well; they go to mosques and other places of 
worship. They are included in our pluralistic society today. 

We are intrinsically linked through the British Empire and our commonwealth heritage, and we have been able 
to build on a very good relationship over the years. Although ties to the British Empire and the commonwealth 
may have lessened somewhat, the ties between India and Australia are becoming stronger by the day. Of course, 
it is no great secret, as I have had said in the motion, that one of the things we can look at is the encouragement 
of sporting activities between the two countries. One of my other colleagues is probably better versed in 
cricketing. The only thing I learnt when I was in India in 2010 with you, Madam Deputy President, if you recall, 
is that as long as we went around saying that Sachin Tendulkar walked on water, we would be fine! I am not an 
avid cricket follower. 

Hon Darren West: I have his autograph. 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: The member has his autograph; that is fantastic. 

I know there are events like the Cricket World Cup, the One Day Internationals and the test matches. There is 
always great competition between Australia and India in cricket, but I think one of my other colleagues might, as 
I say, be better versed to speak on it. 

Indians in Australia come from a wide range of professional backgrounds, including, but not limited to doctors, 
engineers, lawyers and information technology personnel. Indeed, I went on a whirlwind tour of India in 2010, 
which I referred to earlier, with the President, Deputy President, Hon Kate Doust and Hon Col Holt. One of the 
places we visited in Bangalore was Infosys, which was an amazing technology and software development 
company that had a huge number of employees on its campus. From memory, at that time in 2010 there were 
over 20 000 employees on the campus, and the minimum entry requirement to be an employee was to hold 
a Master of Business Administration. That brings me to education, which is a huge factor for Indians. That is one 
of the areas in which we certainly are able to have programs. During that trip a memorandum of understanding 
was signed between Curtin University and Chennai Business School. That has gone from strength to strength, 
and I have some information to share about that later. 

Tourism is an area that I think is a growing market for us in India and is something we need to concentrate on. 
Because a growing number of Indian students are coming to live in Western Australia, naturally their families 
and friends want to come to visit them. The students come here study, but some of them also stay on to travel for 
one or two years after that. We need to make sure that we can grow the links for tourism between the two 
countries. I recall, as would other members in the chamber, that back in the 1970s there used to be a direct airline 
route between India and Western Australia via Air India, and a number of the Air India pilots were in fact 
resident in Western Australia rather than India and their children attended school here. One person who springs 
to mind is very well known to members in the chamber, and that is Rabia Siddique. She is a great character and 
Perth identity. Her father worked for Air India and that is how she originally came to live and attend school here. 
We really need to look at whether that is a viable air route for us to open up. We know that India has some 
fabulous landmarks like the Taj Mahal, the Red Fort and all those sorts of things that we would see if we went 
there as tourists. We have fabulous landmarks here as well that I am sure would be very popular with Indians, 
including Wave Rock and the Pinnacles, which are certainly our standout tourism destinations. The 
Margaret River region—which, coming from that region, Madam Deputy President knows—is very popular 
amongst Indians for its Western Australian wines and food. I think since that trip we took in 2010, the market for 
the export of wines from the region into India has grown exponentially. But we also need to bring people from 
India here down to the region so they can enjoy the wine and food in situ, rather than just importing it. That is 
certainly very important. 

One of the things I think we can learn from India is the way we deal with some of our governance and red tape. 
Narendra Modi, the current Prime Minister of India, has been making some incredible inroads into a country that 
has such a large population. He had the following to say about changing the way government and businesses do 
work in India. It has been dubbed as “the red carpet, not red tape” approach. He said — 

The country can progress only if we end red-tapism. No red tape, only red carpet, is my policy towards 
investors. 

At our meeting with the consul general the other day, he said that when Mr Modi became the Prime Minister of 
India, the average wait time for somebody wanting to register a business or a company was 54 days. Through 
streamlining processes and the use of available technology, the time to get these registrations done has now gone 
down from 54 days to one day, which is a massive improvement. Apparently Indians think one day is too long 
and that businesses should be able to operate on the day they register. Given what we hear from small business in 
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Western Australia, I think it would certainly be something we can strive towards—that is, adopting the “no red 
tape, but only red carpet” approach. I think that would be a very good thing to do. 

Another thing we need to look at is the export of not necessarily our own iron ore to India, because it has its own 
reserves, but our extractive processes and our technology surrounding that. I think there are ways that we can 
share information with India about how India can do this better with its own resources. I know that India would 
be very keen to take one of our resources from us, and I think very soon we will see that market grow. That, of 
course, is uranium. Australia hosts approximately 40 per cent of the world’s uranium reserves and exports nearly 
7 000 tonnes of yellow cake as it is. Nuclear power contributes to three per cent of India’s electricity generation, 
and India will be the first country to buy Australian uranium without being a signatory to the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. India faced Western sanctions, as we know, after conducting nuclear 
tests in 1998, but those restrictions eroded after the deal India did with the United States in 2008 in recognition 
of the growing importance of its economic benefit to America. We have now seen a shift in that policy. The 
Australia–India Nuclear Cooperation Agreement permits Australian companies to commence commercial 
uranium exports to India and provides the framework for substantial new trade of energy between the two 
countries. Olympic Dam will no doubt be able to export a lot of its uranium to India, and it will look at how it 
can develop its market. We have our own uranium mines in Western Australia that we are developing at the 
moment, and in the future we will hopefully be able to export to India. 

There is so much we have to share between our two cultures and nations, and in particular between 
Western Australia and India. I think we need to encourage our governments to develop close ties through more 
trade missions and the setting up of more trade offices in India so we can have a direct impact. India is a fabulous 
country. I would like to go back there again for a longer time, rather than the eight days we had. I think the 
future between Western Australia and India looks very, very good, and we should certainly be encouraging ties, 
perhaps with a sister state relationship, which we are working on at the moment and which hopefully will come 
to fruition. 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [11.49 am]: I am happy to rise and 
speak in favour of the motion. I was pleased to travel to India with some of my colleagues in November 2014. 
My family connections to India go way back. My mother was born in India and left when she was about 14 years 
old. When I was in Mumbai, it turned out that one of the places that mum lived in when she was a child was 
about 500 metres from the hotel we were staying at, so I was able to go and look at it, which was particularly 
special. The reason that we wanted to travel there was to recognise and inform ourselves about how important 
India is as one of our significant trade partners and to better understand its economy and its social and political 
status. I am a representative of the South Metropolitan Region and that is home to the highest proportion of 
Indian-born children and constituents in the state, with a very active expatriate community that is part of the 
Indian community in Western Australia. My shadow portfolio is education, including tertiary education, and 
WA’s universities also have a large number of students either directly from India as overseas students or as 
Australian-citizen students of Indian background. We were greatly assisted on our trip, as I am sure were 
Hon Liz Behjat and her colleagues, with one of the then regional directors of the Department of State 
Development who was based in India, Mr Peter Forby, who I suspect is sitting on a beach in Sri Lanka as we 
speak enjoying a new part of his life. While we were there, we visited Delhi and Mumbai and met with a wide 
range of commercial, educational, non-government and government representatives. We were pleased to meet in 
Delhi with the Australian New Zealand India Business Association and in Mumbai with the 155-year-old 
Bombay Chamber of Commerce. We met with a range of their representative organisations. Because the world is 
a small place, I can report that when I was at the Delhi event, which was held at the high commission, we heard 
some speeches and then there were drinks and general networking. A couple approached me and asked me where 
I lived in Perth. When I told them, they said that I would know Curtin University, which was where their son 
was studying. They said, “Do you know the Red Rooster on Canning Highway, because that is where he works?” 
It is, indeed, a small world. I went to the Red Rooster and tried to find him, but he was not on shift when I called 
in. 

We met with government representatives as well. In Delhi we met with the national minister for tribal affairs, the 
equivalent of our Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. If we think that Australia has a range of issues to deal with in 
relation to our Indigenous community, the diversity of the Indigenous communities in India makes that pale into 
insignificance. The day that we were in Mumbai was the day before the swearing-in of the new state 
government. We met with the secretary of state of the state government, Mr Navar. Because it was the day of the 
swearing-in, he was effectively the government of the day for that whole state. It was very generous of him to 
take time out to meet with us on what would have been an incredibly busy day for him, and we appreciated the 
time that he took. We had to adjust our timetable when we were leaving Mumbai because Prime Minister Modi 
was visiting, and there was to be a huge rally at which he was speaking. To get from the centre of Mumbai to the 
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airport we had to cancel one of our meetings and head out five hours early because tens of thousands of people 
were going to be clogging the streets on their way to listen to Prime Minister Modi. 

One of the areas we identified where there is much greater opportunity for Western Australia to develop closer 
links is that of skills development and training. Prime Minister Modi had committed to training 500 million 
Indians—get that number in your head; 500 million Indians—by 2022. Fifty per cent of the Indian population is 
aged under 25, and the country certainly has an underutilised workforce, but it is not a skilled workforce. 
Although they were pleased to talk to us about a memorandum of understanding between the Central Institute of 
Technology here in Western Australia and the Delhi-based training organisation CBSE Dav College, there was 
a sense of frustration. It is easy to get MOUs up between government and the private sector in Western Australia, 
and Australia generally, and their equivalents in India. It is much harder to get the relationship to go beyond the 
signing of an MOU. That was a frustration for the Indians as well, but they were keen to talk to us about 
employer-paid training opportunities in India to get their workforce up to Australian Qualifications Framework 
standards for highly skilled workers. 

One of the interesting cultural issues that the Indians raised with us—which they recognise themselves they have 
to tackle—was the parental expectation that all their children will be successful only if they have the letters 
“MBA” after their names. Recognising that other qualifications are of no lesser standing and will actually 
provide worthwhile careers for the future is one of the cultural issues that they talked to us about having to 
address themselves. It is about how parents see the future for their children. 

There were also opportunities for skills exchange and for governance and financial opportunities for 
Western Australian–based non-government organisations to assist the myriad NGOs operating in India. We met 
with representatives of the Association of Taxation and Management Accountants, which, at a cost, provides 
emerging NGOs in the education sector, and those looking to be more strategic in their planning, with 
governance advice and skills training. In Western Australia, we are already ahead of the game, particularly in the 
disability sector, where a number of NGOs already provide those kinds of back-of-the-house services to smaller 
NGOs that do not have the economies of scale to provide those services themselves. 
We were really pleased to visit the beautiful campus of Mumbai University, which is 155 years old and considered 
one of India’s most prestigious universities. It has a working relationship with Edith Cowan University based on 
co-supervision of research projects, which are managed completely online. Mumbai University provides an 
example to us of how to do distance education. It provides distance education to around 70 000 students across 
India, and it is looking to explore ways of taking part in Prime Minister Modi’s commitment to develop training 
and skills across the country. 
We were also briefed on the Lavassa Corporation, which is building India’s first “smart city”. This is the first 
planned city in India, in the Mumbai economic and information technology corridor. It is a 20-year plan to build 
a city for around 250 000 people, based on the principle that residents should be able to live, work, study and 
recreate within walking distance. The idea is to avoid reliance on vehicles completely within that smart city. 
The Australian High Commission was really helpful in providing briefings to us on the state of play in India, and 
I appreciated its efforts. The opposition is happy to support this motion. We believe that India is one of the key 
countries that Western Australia can link in with, in our Asian engagement approach, as set out in the policy 
paper that has already been released by WA Labor. We have key areas in common in agriculture, culture and the 
arts, education, mining and resources, regional development, science, small business, state development, 
tourism, and training and workforce development. We should all be working to better build those relationships 
between our state and the Indian nation. 

Visitors — Dawson Park, Currambine and Ocean Road Primary Schools 
THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Adele Farina): Members, I have just been advised that we will have, in 
quick succession, students from Dawson Park Primary School, Currambine Primary School and Ocean Road 
Primary School in the public gallery. I am not sure which students from which school we have in the gallery at 
the moment, but I welcome you to the Legislative Council and the Parliament of Western Australia, and I hope 
you find your visit here informative and that you have an enjoyable time. 

Debate Resumed 
HON PETER KATSAMBANIS (North Metropolitan) [11.59 am]: It is a pleasure to rise to speak on this 
motion. I thank my North Metropolitan Region colleague Hon Liz Behjat for bringing this motion to the house. 
It definitely highlights a very important relationship for Australia and Western Australia, both currently and in 
the future. India has the world’s second largest population—over one billion people. It is projected that over the 
next 20 or 30 years, as India’s population growth rate continues and China’s population growth rate slows down, 
at some point India will become the world’s most populous nation. Those statistics show that India is a massive 
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market, which creates extraordinary opportunities. To leverage those opportunities, it is important to build on 
existing relationships. Both previous speakers on this motion have spoken about our cultural links with India. 
Both our nations were, at some point in our histories, British colonies, and we are still members of the 
Commonwealth of Nations—formerly the British Commonwealth. That gives us some cultural links and some 
pretty important legal and parliamentary frameworks, so we already have a bit of an understanding about each 
other. 
What I want to talk about today is how paragraphs (b), (c) and (d) of the motion—education and training, 
tourism and hospitality, and sport—all link together to provide a massive opportunity for the state. We know 
from studies undertaken by Tourism Australia that Australia ranks as the third country Indian travellers intend 
and aspire to visit. The two countries that Indians want to travel to more than Australia are Mauritius and 
Switzerland. Mauritius is obviously close to India. Unfortunately, for actual visitations, we are not third; we are 
ninth. A fair bit of work needs to be done to convert the desire to visit Australia with actually visiting Australia, 
particularly Western Australia. Western Australia is fantastically well placed because we are closer to India than 
the other states. We are three or four hours closer by air to places like India and China and almost any other 
place. If we look at a map of the world and look to the left of Australia, from almost every place on that side, be 
it the Indian subcontinent, Asia, Africa or Europe, it is much closer to travel to Perth than it is to travel to the 
eastern states, and that is a major natural advantage. What will bring people here? Let us look at what happens at 
the moment. 
In the past year to December 2015, around 20 000 Indian visitors came to Western Australia, injecting an 
estimated $29 million into the state’s economy, which is pretty good. However, of those 20 000 visitors, around 
10 000 were attracted to visit friends and relatives, in particular Indian students studying in Western Australia. 
There are only about 6 000 international student enrolments from India, so quite clearly Indian students living 
here are a driver for their family and friends to visit. If we focus on that great desire of Indians to provide their 
children with the skills and education necessary for them to go out into the great, wide world and prosper—
knowing the wonderful education and training opportunities that we offer in Western Australia—and continue to 
grow the international student market, that will have an immediate flow-on effect into tourism and hospitality. If 
we can grow the number of students from 6 000 to 10 000, 20 000 or even 50 000 in years to come, that would 
be a magnificent opportunity to drive further visitation. Of course it would also provide wonderful opportunities 
for our education institutions to grow, for the employment of teachers and for the development of precincts. One 
need only visit cities like Melbourne, and increasingly Adelaide, to see the way that hubs of international student 
living have turned previous inner-city wastelands into thriving areas that offer wonderful inner-city living with 
lots of cultural diversity in the food and entertainment on offer, and that in itself drives other people to visit those 
places. It is a fantastic opportunity. We know our education and training is first class and that groups like 
Study Perth are doing a good job promoting our education overseas. Focusing on the Indian market will drive 
growth in not only student numbers, but also Indian visitation. 
The other area I want to focus on is sport. We know that Indians love their sport; they particularly love their 
cricket and, to a lesser extent, hockey, which are two sports that Western Australia excels at. What has held us 
back can be highlighted by the 2015 International Cricket Council World Cup, which was held in Australia. 
India played two matches in Western Australia, but they were played at the WACA ground, which, on a good 
day, has a capacity between only 15 000 and 18 000 people. After tickets are sold to the locals, there is not much 
space left for overseas tourists. We did get a few here; indeed, I met some Indian tourists who had come over to 
see India play the West Indies and the United Arab Emirates. They also went along to the game between 
Australia and Afghanistan. When I spoke to them, they said they were impressed, but they were not impressed 
with the facilities at the ground. At the same time, the match between India and South Africa that was played at 
the Melbourne Cricket Ground was the second or third most attended match for the whole of the World Cup, 
with a crowd of 86 000 people. Of those 86 000 people—there were media reports at the time referring to the 
Indian fans creating a sea of blue at the MCG—it was estimated that about 20 000 were direct tourists who had 
come from India just to see that match and to take in the atmosphere of a World Cup. Why were there 20 000 of 
them? Because there was a stadium that could cater for those ticket sales. Of course, if 20 000 Indians went to 
the WACA there would be no space for anyone else, which is why it is so important that this government made 
a strong investment in the future of Western Australia by finally, after decades and decades of arguing, talking 
and chatter over successive governments—“are we gonna do it, are we not gonna do it”, blah, blah, blah—was 
wiped away with the decision to build a proper international stadium holding 60 000 people. I should point out 
that India already has four stadiums that hold more than 60 000 people. There is one in Calcutta, Naya Raipur 
and Kochi and there is also the world famous Eden Gardens. In fact, eight stadiums in India seat over 
50 000 people. The simple act of providing a venue for tourists to watch a sporting event that they want to watch 
will help attract more tourists. 
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We know that Indian people love our Australian cricketers. Adam Gilchrist is very famous in India. He is almost 
up there with Sachin Tendulkar. Brett Lee is renowned over there more so now for being a Bollywood actor than 
a cricketer. There is also the wonderful charitable work that former Australian cricketer Steve Waugh does in 
India with his foundation. We should leverage off that—we can and we will—but it is particularly important to 
have the right facilities before we invite people from places like India to visit, which is why I welcome this 
motion. We have a wonderful opportunity to build strong bilateral links between Western Australia and India. 
Let us leverage on what we are good at and what people know. A 60 000-seat stadium on the 
Burswood peninsula will contribute to that. 
HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral) [12.09 pm]: I had not anticipated speaking on this motion 
today, but given that there is time left, I thought I would make a contribution. I also congratulate Hon Liz Behjat 
for moving this motion. Along with you, Madam Deputy President, Hon Liz Behjat is a co-convener of the 
Parliamentary Friends of India, which has had a longstanding interest in India and issues Indian. I have not had 
the luxury of a trip to India that the honourable Leader of the Opposition recently had. It is about 15 years since 
I visited India. I went for the International Union of Socialist Youth Asia-Pacific Forum. I had a busy year that 
year. I had been to Malmo in Sweden earlier in the year. I came back from Malmo wondering what I would do 
with my life. The world was great. I wanted to head off to Europe again and live in socialist utopia Sweden, as it 
was then. I came back to Australia and had the opportunity to visit India some months later. When I got there, 
we went to Mumbai. In those days, after seeing the abject poverty and some of the places where people lived on 
the sides of the road, I came back from India thinking, “My goodness, I have nothing to complain about. My life 
is good.” While I was in India, I saw the passion and exuberance of the Indian people. Obviously, there are many 
successful Indian people, but we spent time with some poor people there, and even those people, with the little 
that they had, were fairly happy with their lot, got on with life and strove to succeed. We see that today; right 
around the world, we see Indian people and the contribution that they make. 
In my electorate, and in Hedland in particular, there is a large Indian population and a large Anglo–Indian 
population. John Peters, who is the president of the South Hedland Labor branch, is Indian and we get to 
experience the Indian culture on a regular basis. Indian people, of whom there are many in Western Australia, 
came here to take the jobs that other people would not do at various times. Whenever I go to a servo right around 
the regions, I see Indian people there working away, many of whom are also studying at universities around the 
state. I have not had the opportunity to meet the current Indian Consul, Mr Amit Kumar Mishra, but I had the 
pleasure of meeting many times the former Indian Consul who left last year, Mr S, I will call him, because it is 
easier. 

Hon Liz Behjat: Subbarayudu. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Subbarayudu, I think it is, if I say it phonetically. I had a deal with him that I could 
call him Mr S at the time because it was much easier to pronounce than his real name. I have to say that that 
Indian Consul was a great ambassador. 

Hon Liz Behjat: His first name is Mandarapu. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Yes; he is a lovely bloke. I am not even going to try to say that one! He was 
a lovely bloke and a great ambassador for his nation because he really encouraged us, as members of Parliament. 
I first met him soon after joining this place and he encouraged me to attend a number of Indian events both at the 
consulate in Perth and also around the community. Indeed, I attended, as I am sure did many others, the event at 
the Royal Show probably two years ago when India had the national pavilion. It was the main foreign nation that 
had a stall there. 

Hon Michael Mischin: Could you spell their names for Hansard’s benefit? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: I will write them down for Hansard. Just before I stood up, I texted the office and 
asked a staff member to check my diary and get the spellings right so I could give them to Hansard, so I am 
aware of that, thank you.  

Indian people are great. They are very skilled and highly educated. One of the reasons that I like this motion 
from Hon Liz Behjat is that we should, as a state, be doing more to not only work with India, but also to attract 
Indian people here. I do not agree very often with Hon Peter Katsambanis—in fact, rarely, I would say—but 
today I agree with some of his comments on attracting — 

Hon Peter Katsambanis: I must be doing something wrong! 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: You must be. I might be in a strange mood today as well. However, I agree with 
the member today. We should be doing more to grow the international student population. 

Hon Liz Behjat: It is the Easter spirit. 
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Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Perhaps it is. We should be doing more. States such as Victoria have government 
units that target international students, and target them well. Previously, we have not done that here very well. 
The fact that we do not have a direct flight from Perth or Western Australia to India is a great shame. Just 
quickly before I stood up, I was trying to look for the yearly number of Indian visitors to Western Australia. The 
last figures I could find were from four or five years ago, but we are talking about thousands. There are more 
than 12 000 or 15 000 Indian visitors to Western Australia every year. We should be doing more to foster 
a relationship between our two governments. 

We all know, and this motion even alludes to it, that India has been highly advanced in the technology and 
innovation space for the past few years, and it is something that we could learn from here in Western Australia. 
We have been able to use our education and training institutions to bring Indian people over here, many of whom 
have stayed afterwards, but we should be doing more in that space in tourism and hospitality. For tourism in 
particular, we should be doing more to attract Indian people to Western Australia. Given India’s huge size as 
a nation and its huge population, we could be doing more to attract to Western Australia that market that is 
sitting there. The honourable Leader of the Opposition mentioned the Asian engagement strategy that Labor 
released a few months ago. I believe that type of policy is a good policy because we should be looking at what is 
beyond our borders in the countries in South-East Asia. We should be working with them to not only attract 
them here, but also sell our goods or services to those countries. There is a gap, I think, at the moment. We do 
not do enough in this space. 

This motion is a good one. The Barnett government or any government—whoever is in next—should be 
pursuing every step to foster this important relationship. It is happening, but it is happening in a slipshod way. It 
is happening thanks to the leadership of the Indian community and the consul general in this state, but I think we 
need to do more. Certainly, I see from the Indian government a wish to engage more and in better ways with us, 
so from our perspective and from the Western Australian government’s side of things, we need to do more to 
show that we are open to it and that we would like to engage more with the Indian community. We have 
a beautiful state. One of the things on which I worked with the former consul, Mr S, was an itinerary for getting 
the Indian ambassador for Australia over to Western Australia. They visited the Kimberley and Broome, and 
I was very happy to suggest places where they should go. In fact, Matso’s Broome Brewery has an Indian curry 
stall on the weekends. I was very happy to suggest to the Consul General at the time that he bring the 
ambassador along. I had worked it out with the chef, who was obviously Indian, and I arranged a catch-up for the 
two of them. I think he was probably from the same region as the ambassador, so I was able to create that contact 
while they were there. Thank you for the opportunity to speak. Thanks for bringing this motion forward. 
I wholeheartedly support it and let us hope that from today’s motion we get some action and we get government 
to focus or be more aware of India and its opportunities. 
HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [12.19 pm]: I would like to make 
a few comments on this motion. At the outset, I congratulate Hon Liz Behjat on bringing the motion to the 
house. I think it is a pertinent motion in all areas that it refers to—technology and innovation, education and 
training, tourism and hospitality, and sport. It is absolutely vital that the harmonious, productive relationship that 
already exists between India and Western Australia is enhanced. Not just as a government, but as a community, 
we need to do all that we can to enhance that already thriving relationship. As we know, trade between India and 
Western Australia has increased significantly over the years, particularly over recent years, and I like to think 
that that will continue. 
The one area of particular concern to me, of course, is that of education. The growing middle class in India has 
an increasing disposable income and very limited provision of opportunities at the higher education level and in 
training in India. They are looking increasingly at overseas education and training opportunities just across the 
Indian Ocean. Of course, right on their doorstep is Western Australia with wonderful education facilities and 
opportunities. In debate on a motion I spoke to last week, I mentioned that as far as international education is 
concerned, Western Australia has traditionally been the poor cousin of the market. In a market worth $17 billion, 
we command less than eight per cent. That is particularly concerning when we take into consideration that 
a significant proportion of those students come from other nations—China, Vietnam, South-East Asia and 
India—yet most of them bypass their nearest neighbour, Western Australia; so it is vital we do all we possibly 
can to attract students from India. 
Just over 10 years ago on the east coast, which was fertile ground for Indian students’ training and education, 
a number of race riots reflected very badly on Australia, particularly in India. There was also a decline in the 
number of training providers and a lot of Indian students were seriously burnt—not literally—from a financial 
perspective and left India with very bad feelings towards Australia in a generic sense. That was a shame. A lot of 
those Indian students were out of pocket and without any qualifications as a result of a number of unscrupulous 
training providers. That is why it is important we as a state promote Western Australia in the provision of 
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training opportunities, which are second to none, in higher education and education in a very general sense. That 
is why last year I released the strategic plan for higher education, which was multifaceted. It dealt with a raft of 
legislative changes in identifying areas for improving entry at both the secondary level of education and, in 
particular, with regard to this motion, enhancing our opportunities by developing more international links. That 
is where India comes in because India is a vital part of that international link. We need to tap into that Indian 
market in a more wholesome fashion and, as I said when I commenced, draw upon the very harmonious 
relationship between our two nations, and explain to prospective Indian students and their families that 
Western Australia is a go-to place for opportunities in education and training. That came through the strategic 
plan. In particular, the intent to develop more international links came through the Western Australian Higher 
Education Council, which I chair. As I said last week, last year I took the vice-chancellors or their 
representatives to China and Vietnam. It was a very, very productive tour. We met a number of higher education 
providers and education ministers or their representatives and the various government officials to try to enhance 
that relationship. 
My intent, after we win the next election in just on 12 months — 
Hon Sue Ellery interjected. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: I thought that might wake you up! My intent is to go to India for exactly the same 
reason—to take those higher education VCs or their representatives after March next year. I am looking at 
possibly going to Indonesia this year; if not, that will happen after the next election. 
Hon Ken Travers: On that basis, you’ll be a very positive opposition spokesperson. Well done. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: You wish, Hon Ken Travers; you wish! I have great faith in the Western Australian 
public. They will see what magnificent things we have done and will vote us back without any problems next 
year. 
Several members interjected 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Thank you, Madam Deputy President. A number of partnerships already exist 
between our universities in Western Australia and India that are working very productively. In a generic sense, 
from the perspective of the Western Australian government and the universities, an example is discussions with 
the state of Andhra Pradesh in India on the prospect of developing a sister state relationship. As I said, that has 
been developing through the government and the institutions. Based on discussions that have taken place, 
a group of five higher education institutions from Andhra Pradesh will visit Perth in the near future to meet with 
the state’s universities to discuss collaboration in the areas of renewable energy, water resource management, 
biotechnology, environmental studies and information technology. This is just the start. As I said, through 
a combination of government initiatives and WAHEC, through the strategic plan, we intend to liaise a lot more 
with Indian universities. 
To add to existing collaboration we need to be mindful that the University of Western Australia has research 
collaboration with institutions in India, particularly in the field of agriculture. These existing research links have 
come about with the support of Indian government funding and the work of academics who have extensive and 
longstanding networks with India. In addition, UWA has started sending MBA students to India as an optional 
part of their course and it aims to widen this to other courses. The Western Australia Trade and Investment 
Office has been instrumental in this initiative. In addition, Curtin University has many longstanding academic 
links with institutions in India, including several Indian Institutes of Technology such as IIT Madras, 
IIT Kharagpur and IIT Delhi to explore opportunities for research centres and joint PhD students. Finally, 
Edith Cowan University has academic partnership agreements with 10 institutions in India, including the 
University of Mumbai. ECU regularly sends student groups for short-term academic study programs as part of 
these partnerships. In concert with what occurred on the trip to China and Vietnam, the intent, of course, is to 
develop those collaborations with universities for short-term research and study at Indian institutions. That will 
open up that collaboration for not just research and study, but also students so that the unambiguous message 
about what Western Australia has to offer in education is provided to students in India. As I said, the area of 
training is very fertile ground. Due to the problems that occurred on the east coast, we have a wonderful story to 
tell here on the west coast. Study Perth as well as Education and Training International are already working very 
closely with a number of institutions in India to try to promote training opportunities in Western Australia to 
prospective students in India. 
Having said all that, as I said when I commenced, there are strong and harmonious relations between India and 
Western Australia in many areas, particularly in education. As far as education is concerned, we have a long, 
long way to go. I am convinced that the work being done by the universities in isolation, and by the 
Western Australian government collectively, can and will be enhanced so that in the decades to come, we will 
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see thousands more Indian students taking up the mantle to come and study at the wonderful institutions in 
Western Australia. Likewise, we will see the reciprocal return of students from Western Australia move to India 
to take advantage of opportunities in that nation. 
HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [12.29 pm]: I rise to acknowledge the motion put forward by 
Hon Liz Behjat and the importance of the relationship between Western Australia and India. As many members 
have spoken, I would like to add a few words to reiterate the importance of this relationship. In the short time 
I have left, I will focus on sport because, clearly, technology, innovation, education, tourism and hospitality have 
been covered somewhat. I would like to touch on my experience with an Indian family in Perth. My daughter 
went to a boarding school in Perth and her best friend at school was a lady called Sarah Govardhan. Sarah’s 
father, Gogo Govardhan, as members may know, operates GoGo’s Madras Curry House in Mt Lawley. It is 
a magnificent dining establishment. I have been there several times and I encourage other members who want to 
experience true Indian cuisine to go there. Gogo Govardhan is a very good friend of Sachin Tendulkar, who of 
course is revered in India. I was fortunate enough to get Sachin Tendulkar’s autograph through the 
Govardhan family. I can remember clearly the day that Sarah was in the car and Sachin Tendulkar was dropping 
her at school. Sarah texted my daughter and said, “It’s really weird. I’m sitting in the car with Sachin and he’s 
asking me about school. Should I be asking him about cricket?” Of course, she need not have asked 
Sachin Tendulkar about cricket because his record is certainly well known. He is the highest scoring test 
cricketer ever. 
Touching on cricket, there was a great result for India last night in the World Twenty20 tournament. For those 
members who are following the T20 tournament, India took three wickets off the last three balls of the match 
against Bangladesh to win by one run and keep their hopes alive. Certainly, as Hon Peter Katsambanis 
mentioned, India participated in last year’s world cup. Huge crowds followed the Indian cricket team around 
Australia and attended the matches. I was fortunate enough to attend the final of the one-day Cricket World Cup 
last year between Australia and New Zealand, which was made all the better by the fifth delivery of the match 
when Mitchell Starc took out Brendon McCullum’s stumps. I sat among quite a lot of Indian patrons who had 
come all the way to Australia in the hope that India would make the final of the Cricket World Cup last year, but, 
sadly, it was unable to do that. 
We have this very strong bond through that magnificent game of cricket. I do not know whether I have 
mentioned this, but my son is an avid cricketer and he got 48 in the final the other day. He certainly is a student 
of the way that the Indians bat. They have a unique style and a very good temperament. It is a peaceful, caring 
society. We look forward to having stronger relationships with India in both sport and, importantly, the area of 
trade, which I say while wearing my other hat. The world’s second largest populous nation is just across the 
Indian Ocean. If people go down to Cottesloe and jump in the water, they are in the Indian Ocean. We have good 
trade links with India. 

I did a little research on India and I found that about three per cent of the Indian population are Christians, which 
would make the Christian population in India more than double the Christian population in Australia. I could say 
a lot more, but I think it is a great motion. I acknowledge Hon Liz Behjat for bringing it before the house. As 
parliamentarians, we owe it to every nation, but especially to India, with which we have such special links, to 
keep that relationship strong and improve it as time goes on. 

Hon Ken Travers: What was Dylan’s score again? 

Hon DARREN WEST: It was 48. 

Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
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